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The 4th United Nations High Level Meeting on Non-Communicable Diseases (UNHLM on 
NCDs) will be held in New York in September 2025 and will be an important opportunity 
for Member States to reflect on past, present and future efforts to deliver on the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.  
 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted in 2015 and represented a 
vital shift from the Millenium Development Goals, in that the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) recognised the crucial role Indigenous peoples would need to play in the 
delivery, monitoring and evaluation of the agenda. Specifically, the 2030 development 
agenda included six direct references to Indigenous peoples - notably in relation to 
agricultural output of Indigenous small-scale farmers (Goal 2), equal access to 
education for Indigenous children (Goal 4) and the necessity of Indigenous peoples' 
active engagement in the follow-up and review of the SDGs at national levels.  
 
Whilst these were positive developments, there was no specific acknowledgment of 
Indigenous peoples in the SDG goals or targets relating to health. More specifically, the 
targets relating to SDG3.4 (calling for a 30% reduction in the preventable mortality 
associated with NCDs) did not specifically acknowledge the inequitable burden of 
NCDs experienced by Indigenous people, nor call for the disaggregation of data by 
Indigeneity.  
 
In the lead up to the third UNHLM on NCDs in 2018, Indigenous members of Civil 
Society came together from around the world under the banner of IndigenousNCDs1, 
calling for acknowledgement of the rights and contributions of Indigenous Peoples to 
sustainable development in the 2018 Declaration2 and the need for meaningful 
engagement in the global NCD discourse.  
 
Regrettably, the Declaration emerging from the 2018 UNHLM on NCDs did not include 
any mention of Indigenous peoples. Whilst the 2023 Sustainable Development Goals 
Report3 did acknowledge the need for an equity lens in all policies and investments to 
achieve the goals and #LeaveNoOneBehind, there was still no reference to Indigenous 
peoples in the context of NCDs. Worse still, in May 2025 the Draft Declaration for the 4th 
UNHLM on NCDs was released, and again, there was no specific mention of Indigenous 

 
1 http://www.indigenousncds.org/  
2 https://www.croakey.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/IndigenousNCDs_Report_2018.pdf  
3 https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2023.pdf  
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Peoples4. This is surprising given momentum toward development of a Global Plan of 
Action for the Health of Indigenous Peoples5, which Member States requested in 2023 
and is currently being consulted on6 ahead of finalisation in 2026. 
 
As we approach the 4th United Nations High-Level Meeting (UNHLM) on Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCDs), the IndigenousNCDs Movement urges Member 
States to uphold their international obligations and commitments particularly those 
under the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development by formally recognising and addressing the 
unique health inequities faced by Indigenous Peoples. 
 
The leadership, strengths and wisdom of Indigenous Communities have much to offer 
the world as we seek to reduce the preventable and inequitable burden of NCDs on 
morbidity and mortality. 
 
We call on Member States to commit to ensuring the 2025 Political Declaration on 
NCDs: 
 

• Explicitly names Indigenous Peoples as priority populations  
 

• Is culturally inclusive and rights-based and 
 

• Commits to resourcing Indigenous-led solutions and governance. 
 
To be fit for purpose, the Declaration must centre Indigenous voices and leadership, 
ensuring our rights, knowledges, and self-determined strategies are integral to global 
NCD responses.  
 
Recognising and investing in Indigenous-led health systems is not only a moral and legal 
imperative, it is essential to achieving health equity and sustainable development for 
all. 
 

 
4 https://www.who.int/teams/noncommunicable-diseases/on-the-road-to-2025  
5 https://www.who.int/initiatives/global-plan-of-action-for-health-of-indigenous-peoples  
6 is currently being consulted on 
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